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could say a great deal about cabbage, The poem mi^ht be^in with the advantages of civilised society over a rude state, exemplified by the Scotch, who had no cabbages till Oliver Cromwell's soldiers introduced them1; and one niig'ht thus shew how arts are propagated by conquest, as they were by the Roman arms.1 lie seemed to be much diverted with the fertility of his own fancy.
I told him, that I heard Dr. Percy was writing the history of the wnlf in (Jreat-Hritain. JOHNSON. 'The wolf, Sir! why the wolf? Why does he not write of the bear, which \ve had formerly? Nay, it is said we had the beaver. Or why does he not write of the {.yrey rat, the Hanover rat, as it is called, because it is .said to have come into this country about the time that the family of Hanover came? I should like to see The History of the (trey Rat, by Thomas /V/rr, A A., Chaplain In Ordinary to His jlfty'fs/y,' (laughing immoderately). BosWKU., 'I am afraid a court chaplain could not decently write of the j^rcy rat.' JOHNSON. •Sir, he nerd not jjive it the name of the Hanover rat.' Thus could he indulge a luxuriant sportive imagination, when talking of a friend whom he loved and esteemed,
He mentioned to me the singular history of an ingenious acquaintance, ' He had practised physick in various situations with no |jreat emolument. A West-India gentleman, whom he delighted by his conversation, gave him a bond for a handsome annuity during his life, on the condition of his accompanying him to the West-Indies, and living with him there fur two years, He accordingly embarked with the genilrman; but upon the voyage fell in love with a young woman who happened to be one of the passengers, and married the wench, From the imprudence of his disposition he quarrelled with the gentleman, and declared he would have no connection with him. So he forfeited the
Hcrvr as u sumplr o{ tiu< whole porm,    Writing of' liucduis, God of hops,1 thr |«»rt wiy.H :
1 "Tin Ju« .shall geu'ruli: the tntxum beer.' 1 See Hoswrll's //f/'/vi/f-v, Auj{. 21.
annuity.s.' BOSWELL. Johnson helped Percy in writing a review of this poem in 1764 (ante, i. 557).
